
 
To:  Families of Incoming Fourth Graders   

 

RE:  Summer Learning Assignments  

 
Dear Families,  
 

I hope you and your child are enjoying the conclusion to a productive school year.  Throughout the year, students had many 

opportunities to read and listen to books read aloud during the school day.  They also read books independently that posed a 

challenge, were just right, and books that were easier.  Your support for those same reading experiences will help your child 

continue to grow as a reader, writer, thinker, and learner.    
 

Reading at home builds skills that will have lifelong implications:  you will have a stronger mind, a larger vocabulary, and a 

more vivid imagination.   
 

WHY READ? 

1. Students who read for a half an hour a day are four times more likely to graduate with honors.   

2. Students who read at home have higher grades at school.   

3. Being a reader means you’re more likely to learn something new every day. 

4. Reading expands your vocabulary, so you will sound like a genius!   
 

After you finish reading a book, please keep track by filling in the attached log.  Choose ONE book and fill out the 

“Character Analysis” form and return it to me by Friday, September 6th, along with your reading log.  The class will 

earn a special day, to be decided in September, depending on how many books read.  (If you need additional logs, please 

feel free to make duplicates.) 
 

Class Total: 
 

25 Books Read= Extra Recess 

50 Books Read = Pajama Day 

75 Books Read = Hat Day 

100 Books Read = Outdoor Snack 

125 Books Read =Dance Party 

150 Books Read = Movie & Popcorn 
 

In addition to local booksellers, the town library is a valuable, and free, local resource.  If you need help selecting books, do not 

hesitate to ask the librarian!   
 

For those of you planning to travel this summer, consider going beyond the bookshelves and print pages to include audio books 

in your child’s experience.  These are available on CD or on iTunes.  While audio books are not a replacement for reading, they 

are a wonderful supplement, especially when experienced with a copy of the actual book.   
 

Since students enjoyed Pajama Rama so greatly, we decided to continue this into the summer months.  There will be a weekly 

segment via the school’s website, featuring the principals, Curriculum Director, and teachers reading and sharing some 

of their favorite stories.  Be sure to visit the link every Wednesday night, as a new video will be released weekly.   
 

We also want to thank you for setting aside time and making it a priority to work on i-Ready and study math facts this school 

year.  Although i-Ready will not be available during the summer months, we encourage students to practice their basic facts, as 

the math facts that have yet to be mastered often become obstacles that can interfere when learning new concepts or skills.  For 

this reason, we ask you to have your child log onto https://xtramath.org/ to get the necessary practice, so your 

son/daughter is better prepared to handle the math concepts that lie ahead.  Directions are provided on the back. 
 

Any questions, feel free to contact me at snash@wanaqueps.org. Have a wonderful summer! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mrs. Samantha Nash, Director of Curriculum 

https://xtramath.org/


 

XtraMath® 
Help Kids Master Basic Math Facts 

https://xtramath.org/#/home/index 
 

Once on the website, please access the informative two minute video entitled, “Get Started-For Parents.”  

 

You will be equipped to sign-up by following the steps provided: 
 

1. Click “Sign-Up” located on the homepage. 

 

 

 

   

2. Create a parent account.   

 
 

 

 

 

3. Complete the questions asked.  You will have the option of receiving weekly progress reports 

that will inform you how your child is progressing on his/her basic math facts. 

 

 

4. Add your child by selecting “This child does not have an 

XtraMath account.”  Then select the grade s/he just completed 

and his/her first name. 

 
 
 

 

5. You will then have a pin for your child and his/her 

program will be listed.  When your child signs on, 

they will be given an assessment to see where s/he 

needs practice. 
 

6.  From there, you can add additional children. 

 

Child Signing On: 
 

1.  Access the xtramath website:  https://xtramath.org/#/home/index 

 

2. Click “Using XTRAMATH Already?  Sign In”.   

 

3. Complete the following information and click “Remember Me.” 
 
 

 

 

https://xtramath.org/#/home/index
https://xtramath.org/#/home/index


 
 

Suggested Reading 
 

Matt Christopher 
Great stories for those that love 

sports! 
-The Kid Who Only Hit 
Homers 
-Soccer Halfback 
 

Louis Sachar 
-Wayside School Series 
- The Boy Who Lost His 
Face  
 

**Please don’t read 

There’s a Boy in the 
Girls’ Bathroom 

Andrew Clements 
-No Talking 
-The Report Card 
-The Losers Club 
-The School Story 
**Please don’t read 

Frindle   

Mary Pop Osborne 
-Magic Tree House 
series 

Seymour Simon  
Nonfiction scientific picture 
books appropriate for 4th 

graders.  
-Destination:Moon 
-Elephants 
-Tornadoes 

Beverly Cleary  
-The Ramona series 
-The Mouse and the 
Motorcycle 
-Dear Mr. Henshaw   
 

Lauren Tarshis 
-I Survived Series   

Gordon Korman  
-Swindle Series 
-Multiple Adventure 
Series includes: Everest, 
Island, and Dive  

Dan Gutman 
-My Weirdest School Series 
-The Million Dollar Shot 
-The Genius Files Series  
-The Homework Machine 
-The Get Rich Quick Club 

Paula Danzinger  
-Amber Brown Series  

Sara Pennypacker  
-Clementine Series  
-Pax  

Lauren Child  
-Clarice Bean series 
-Hubert Horatio Bartle -
Bobton-Trent 
 

Gary Paulsen  
Adventure stories sure to grab 

the reader’s attention! 
-Mudshark 
-Voyage of the Frog 

**Please don’t read 

Hatchet  

Mike Lupica  
Great stories for those that 

love sports! 
-Heat 
-Summerball 

Rich Wallace  
-Winning Season 
Series (sports) 

Who Was… Who Is.... 

Series 
(Multiple Authors write for 

this series) 

R.L. Stine  
-Goosebumps Series  

Katherine Applegate 
- The One and Only Ivan 
-Crenshaw 
-Wishtree 
-Roscoe Riley Rules 
Series 

Jerry Spinelli 
-Third Grade Angels  
-Fourth Grade Rats 
-Loser 
-Maniac Magee 

 Judy Blume 
-The Pain and the Great 
One Series 
-Freckle Juice 
-Blubber 
 
** Please don’t read any of 
the Fudge Series 

Kate McMullan 
-Myth-O-Mania Series 
 

 

 

Roald Dahl 
-James and the Giant 
Peach 
- Matilda  
- Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory  
-BFG 

Todd Strasser  
-Is that a Dead Dog 
in your Locker?  
-Help! I’m trapped in 
the President’s Body 
 

Kate Messner  
-Ranger in Time Series  
-Marty McGuire Series 
 



 

 

Summer Reading Log 
 

 
Name:  ____________________________     Total Books:  ____________________ 

 

Date Title Comments 

Any noticings when you read the book? 
Parent 

Initials  

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
CHARACTER ANALYSIS  

 

Name:  _______________________________     Date:  ____________________ 

 

Title:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author:  _______________________________________ 

 
Describe one of the main characters. (Think of a character trait and explain why you chose that trait.) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Which character would you want to be friends with?  Explain.    (Think about his or her actions and words.) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Choose a character.  What advice would you give him or her?   

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


