Wanaque School District’s
Course Description Guide

The Wanaque Public School District, a unified community in partnership with students in grades PreK-8,
parents, and staff, engages all students by providing an enriched academic and social foundation that
fosters a love of learning, where all students achieve the New Jersey Student Learning Standards at all
grade levels, thereby creating informed citizens ready to meet the varying challenges of a rapidly
changing world.
Our mission is to recognize and provide positive learning experiences necessary to foster the intellectual,
social, physical, and emotional development of the individual child.
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Wanaque School District’s Curricula
The essential intent of the Office of Curriculum & Instruction is to promote and ensure clarity,
equity, purpose, and coherence in district curricular and instructional programming.
Click here for Curriculum Dates.
Curriculum (what we teach), instruction (how we teach) and assessment (how we know students
are learning) are at the heart of the Wanaque Public Schools.
The purpose of the Wanaque School District’s curriculum is to provide our students with an
outstanding instructional program that results in high student achievement. Curriculum
development in the district is guided by the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) and
research-based educational practices.
In our school district, all curriculum areas are reviewed and revised at least once every five
years. Committees of teachers and administrators research the best educational practices, review
current curriculum and materials, align curriculum objectives, develop revisions, pilot, and
develop plans for program implementation and evaluation. An extensive professional
development program provides staff with the necessary training and support to implement an
outstanding educational program.
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Curriculum Review Cycle
Year 1: Evaluation, Assessment & Research
K-8 departments in stage one will focus on the research of best practice, conduct site visits,
review and interpret all available K-8 student achievement and growth data and develop an
action plan.





Identify a committee (composed of teachers, administrators, parents, students and/or
other experts in the field)
Develop and implement an action plan that includes department mission, vision and goals
that the K-8 team will accomplish over the course of the curriculum cycle
Collect, analyze and interpret K-8 student achievement and growth data in the particular
content area
Develop a synopsis of current best practices and evidence of new learning through site
visits

Year 2: Curriculum Development & Resource Pilot
K-8 departments in stage two will focus on the completion of standards aligned curriculum maps
and evaluate resources that align to the expected learning outcomes from the curriculum maps.






Completion of standards aligned curriculum maps in the designated district approved
format
Completion of grade level/course level scope and sequence
Review resources and materials for purposes of pilot program
Conduct pilot program and make data based recommendations to curriculum committee
Participate in professional development

Year 3: Implementation & Professional Development
K-8 departments in stage three will focus on deploying the revised curriculum maps and begin to
align instruction, assessments and resources to the revised curriculum. K-8 departments will also
engage in professional development to support their work.





Create and begin to deploy a professional development plan to align with revised
curriculum maps, resource adoption and district professional development calendar
Develop common assessments and rubrics
Conduct assessment audit to ensure that assessments enable higher level thinking skills
for all students
Continuously examine and analyze student performance data
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Year 4: Revisions & Review
K-8 departments in stage four will focus on continuous improvement through the analysis of
student performance data and alignment to standards, sharing of best practices and engaging in
learning walks/instructional rounds.





Conduct learning walks/instructional rounds to observe and get feedback on classroom
instructional practices
Continuously examine and analyze student performance data
Continuously make improvements to curriculum maps, scope and sequence documents
and assessments
Engaging in professional development

Year 5: Monitoring
K-8 departments in stage five will evaluate the effectiveness of the curriculum review process
over the past stages. Staff members will be responsible for examining and reporting on student
outcomes and making recommendations for further improvement.



Review student assessment data and post-secondary outcomes to determine the
effectiveness of program implementation and standards aligned instruction
Develop and conduct surveys to gain information about the current program
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Preschool Curriculum
Overview:
The Wanaque Public School District’s has incorporated the Preschool Teaching and Learning
Standards to all District Preschool Integrated Programs. The Preschool Teaching and Learning
Standards focus on the following domains of child development: Social/Emotional Development,
Visual and Performing Arts, Health, Safety, and Physical Education, English Language Arts,
Approaches to Learning, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Family, and Life Skills.
Our Preschool Integrated Program uses The Creative Curriculum, an inclusive, research-based
program aligned with the New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards. The Creative
Curriculum emphasizes a whole-child approach to education, one where children have
opportunities to develop not only math and literacy skills but also social–emotional, physical,
and cognitive skills. The program’s curriculum is designed to provide the supports and services
needed for our students to be prepared to succeed academically and socially in school.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
The students of the Wanaque School District either attend Preschool for the morning session,
9:00-11:30 or afternoon session, 12:30-3:00, five days a week. During this time, students have
Physical Education, Art and Music.

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Preschool
(PreK)

Preschool
(PreK)

Teacher Resource:
Creative Curriculum
Learning Without Tears
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English Language Arts & Literature, K-5
Overview:
The Wanaque School District’s literacy program for grades K-5 provides a structured literacy
approach to support the New Jersey State Learning Standards for English Language Arts and
Literacy, inclusive of reading workshop, writing workshop, word study/phonics, guided reading,
strategy groups, book clubs, shared reading, shared writing, interactive writing, read alouds, and
independent reading and writing. In writing workshop, students learn to observe their lives and
the world around them, and to collect, draft, revise, edit, and publish well-crafted narrative and
expository texts. Students learn to apply their writing skills to write about reading and to write
within every discipline. In reading workshop, students are taught the strategies and habits of
proficient readers. Students learn to talk, think, and write well about their reading, and to live
richly, literate lives. Phonics instruction is delivered in a systematic, explicit way and practiced
over many contexts.
The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System, LinkIt ELA Benchmarks, Acadience
assessments, and writing samples are used to track student growth and drive instruction.
Students receive intervention when needed for specific skills such as letter and sound
correspondence, phonemic awareness, phonics, comprehension, writing, and/or fluency.
The Holocaust, Amistad, Diversity & Inclusivity concepts and mandates are integrated
throughout the English Language Arts & Literature Curriculum. For specifics, please see State
Mandate: Holocaust, State Mandate: Amistad, and State Mandate: Diversity & Inclusivity.
The primary purpose of writing is to communicate meaning. Students learn to be effective
writers by studying the habits, attitudes, and craft of successful writers. In addition, students
must be provided opportunities to write for a variety of purposes as different modes require
various styles and structures of language. As with reading, modeling and demonstration are keys
to this process. In order to practice strategies taught, students need to be provided with large
amounts of time to engage in the writing process. Teachers and students need to confer and
share their writing pieces to create and sustain a community of writers who are willing to take
risks and who develop into life‐long writes Students will be most motivated and learn best
when they view themselves as readers and writers with real purposes and can connect their work
in the classroom to the activities that take place in the outside world. The activities in which
they engage should, therefore, be as authentic and meaningful as possible. This facilitates
transfer of classroom skills to effective literacy habits throughout life. The primary resource for
writing is the Units of Study by Lucy Calkins.
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Specific to Wanaque School District:
The students of the Wanaque School District attend Language Arts & Literature class every day,
for a minimum of 120 minute block (K-3) or for a minimum of 80 minute block (4-5).
Pacing Guides for English Language Arts & Literature:







Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five

Curriculum for English Language Arts & Literature:











Kindergarten Literature (Reading)
Kindergarten Language Arts (Writing)
Grade One Literature (Reading)
Grade One Language Arts (Writing)
Grade Two Literature (Reading)
Grade Two Language Arts (Writing)
Grade Three Literature (Reading)
Grade Three Language Arts (Writing)
Grade Four Language Arts & Literature
Grade Five Language Arts & Literature

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Language Arts:
Writing Workshop

K-5

Teacher Resource:
Units of Study for Writing by Lucy Calkins
Student Resource:
Handwriting Without Tears (PreK-2)
D'nealian (3)
*Cursive is taught beginning in second grade

9|Page

Curriculum
Last
Born Date Curriculum
Update
2016
6/15/2021

Language Arts:
Phonics/Word
Study/Spelling

K-3

Language Arts:
Phonics/Word
Study/Spelling
Literature:
Reading Workshop

4-5

Intervention
Material
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K-5

K-5

Teacher Resource:
95 Percent Group Phonics Core Program (K-2)
Michael Heggerty: Phonemic Awareness (K-1)
Fountas & Pinnell Word Study, Spelling, &
Vocabulary (3)
Teacher Resource:
Vocabulary Workshop: Sadlier
Grammar Workshop: Sadlier
Teacher Resource:
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom
-Reading Mini Lessons
-Interactive Reading Aloud
-Guided Reading
-Shared Reading (K-3)
Student Resource:
Guided Reading Texts
Novels for whole class, Book Clubs &
Independent Reading
Scholastic Magazines
StoryWorks (3-5)
Reading A-Z (K-2)
i-Ready (1-4)
NewsELA (3-5)
Teacher Resource:
Letter Sound Correspondence (Jan Richardson)
Phonemic Awareness (Michael Heggerty)
Phonics (Phonics Lesson Libraries, PRESS,
Multi-syllable Routine Cards)
Comprehension (LLI)
Writing (Up the Ladder, LLI)
Fluency (LLI & Reading A-Z)
i-Ready Instructional Path

2016

6/15/2021

2016

6/15/2021

2016

6/15/2021

2016

6/15/2021

English Language Arts & Literature, 6-8
Overview:
English Language Arts & Literature in grades 6 – 8 continues the spiral-type curriculum towards
effective communication, independent skill and analysis in reading, writing, speaking, listening,
and language. The curriculum is guided by the New Jersey State Learning Standards for English
Language Arts and Literacy and is designed thematically. Benchmarks in grades 6 – 8 center on
reading and writing skills and are a component of the placement matrix. In seventh and eighth
grade, students are offered an accelerated English Language Arts class.
The writing process is employed to create expository, comparison/contrast, narrative, persuasive,
and research-based pieces of writing. Lucy Calkins Units of Study is incorporated in daily
writing assignments. Grammar is infused in teaching the logic of language and centered on
creating writing that is nuanced and purposeful. A specific scope and sequence identifies the
introduction, practice, mastery, and review of grammatical concepts. Vocabulary Workshop also
serve as a foundation for vocabulary enhancement. Word walls serve to reinforce that goal.
Additional vocabulary is studied through literary analysis as students examine the impact of
diction and evaluate meaning and tone.
Students read both literature (stories, dramas, and poems) and informational (non-fiction) texts.
Core novels as well as ancillary and literature circle novels provide reading experiences rich in
both the canon and contemporary works, while independent student choice texts develop a
culture and love of literacy, reinforcing a lifetime of reading habits. Analysis, determining
meaning, drawing comparisons and contrasts, exploring the function, use and style of literary
elements, such as point of view, plot, setting, characterization, theme, etc. are aligned with New
Jersey State Learning expectations. Writing is also fused with literary and informational reading
as students cite and explain texts at both explicit and inferential levels, cite textual evidence to
support argument, analyze and evaluate effectiveness of structure, and analyze the impact of
style.
Speaking and listening skills are demonstrated and assessed in tasks such as presentations,
Socratic circles, and literature circles. The curricula of grades 6 – 8 in English Language Arts
present a comprehensive educational experience in effective communication and interpretation.
Students receive intervention when needed for specific skills such as phonemic awareness,
phonics, comprehension, writing, and/or fluency.
The Holocaust, Amistad, Diversity & Inclusivity, and LGBTQ concepts and mandates are
integrated throughout the Language Arts & Literature curriculum. For specifics, please see State
Mandate: Holocaust, State Mandate: Amistad, State Mandate: LGBTQ & Disabilities
Education, and State Mandate: Diversity & Inclusion.
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Specific to Wanaque School District:
The students of the Wanaque School District attend Language Arts & Literature class every day,
for an eighty minute block. Classes are not leveled except for the two Honors classes in seventh
and eighth grade.
Pacing Guides for English Language Arts & Literature:




Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Curriculum for English Language Arts & Literature:




Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Language Arts:
Writing, Word Study,
Grammar

6-8

Teacher Resource:
Units of Study for Writing by Lucy
Calkins

2016

Last
Curriculum
Update
6/15/2021

2016

6/15/2021

Student Resource:
Grammar Workshops: Sadlier
Vocabulary Workshops: Sadlier
Literature:
Reading Workshop

6-8

Teacher Resource:
Prentice Hall
Student Resource:
Novels for whole class, Book Clubs &
Independent Reading
Scope Magazines
NewsELA
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Intervention
Material
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Teacher Resource:
Phonemic Awareness (Michael Heggerty)
Phonics (Phonics Lesson Libraries,
PRESS, Multi-Syllable Routine Cards)
Comprehension (LLI)
Writing (Up the Ladder, LLI)
Fluency (LLI & Reading A-Z)
i-Ready Instructional Path

2016

6/15/2021

Wanaque School District Novel List
SECOND GRADE
“MUSTS”
Charlotte’s Web
Magic Tree House: Ghost Town at Sundown

POSSIBILITIES
Nate the Great Series
Mercy Watson to the Rescue

THIRD GRADE
“MUSTS”
Judy Moody
Stone Fox
Sarah, Plain & Tall
Because of Winn Dixie

POSSIBILITIES
The Chocolate Touch
Freckle Juice
A-Z Mysteries
Geronimo Stilton Series

FOURTH GRADE
“MUSTS”
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing
Shiloh
There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom

POSSIBILITIES
Judy Blume series
Midnight Fox
The Latchkey Dog
Mango’s Revenge
The Cricket in Time Square
The Midnight Fox
The Get Rich Quick Club
The Homework Machine
The School Story
The Million Dollar Shot
The Report Card
I Survived series

FIFTH GRADE
“MUSTS”
Frindle
Hatchet
Number the Stars
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POSSIBILITIES
Bull Run
Island of the Blue Dolphin
Tuck Everlasting
Bud, Not Buddy
The Bridge to Terabithia
The Watsons Go to Birmingham
Punished
The Homework Machine

SIXTH GRADE
“MUSTS”
Esperanza Rising
Boy on a Wooden Box
Amelia Earhart

POSSIBILITIES
The Lottery Rose
Out of My Mind
Rules
Wonder
Maniac Magee
Star Girl
Wonder
Hoot
Scat
Flush
Al Capone Does My Shirts
Inside Out & Back Again
The River
Brian’s Winter
The Hunt
Matilda
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator

SEVENTH GRADE
“MUSTS”
The Giver
Diary of Ann Frank (Drama & Movie)
A Long Walk To Water
Roll of Thunder (Excerpt)

POSSIBILITIES
Daniel’s Story
Lois Duncan series
Percy Jackson series
Fever 1793
Fish in a Tree
Devil’s Arithmetic
Code Talker
I Am Malala
Chains
Counting by Sevens

ADVANCED
Between Shades of Gray
Tom Sawyer
Call of the Wild

EIGHTH GRADE
“MUSTS”
The Outsiders
Night
Sorry, Wrong Number (Drama)
Flowers for Algernon
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POSSIBILITIES
Scorpion
Refugee
Boy in the Striped Pajamas
Fighting Group
Freak the Mighty
Nothing but the Truth
Almal Unbound
The Wave

ADVANCED
The Red Pony
of Mice & Men
The Pearl
The Pigman
Poe’s Stories

Mathematics, K-5
Overview:
As Wanaque supports the full implementation of the New Jersey State Learning Standards in
Mathematics, we strive to instill a growth mindset within our students and teachers. The
emphasis will not only be on key skills within each grade level, but teachers will develop lessons
focusing on the three dimensions of learning: concrete, pictorial, and abstract. Through this,
students will develop a complete mathematical understanding and develop problem-solving skills
to take beyond the classroom. Teachers will design innovative lessons, activities, and assessment
utilizing the math workshop model consisting of: whole group instruction, small group
instruction, and workstations where students interact with one another while also incorporating
the use of technology. Teachers will not only prepare students for any state testing (grades 3-5)
but will also develop confident, proficient, flexible mathematicians and problems solvers.
LinkIt MA Benchmarks and i-Ready diagnostics are used to track student growth and drive
instruction.
Students receive intervention when needed for specific topics such as Numbers: Counting and
Early Place Value, Operations: Basic Addition & Subtraction, Base Ten Operations: Addition
& Subtraction with Multi-Digit Numbers; Addition & Subtraction Word Problems, Operations:
Basic Multiplication & Division, Base Ten Operations: Multiplication & Division of Multi-Digit
Numbers; Multiplication & Division Word Problems, Adding, Subtracting & Making Sense of
Fractions, and Money & Decimals.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
The students of the Wanaque School District attend math class every day, for an eighty minute
block.
Pacing Guides for Mathematics:







Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
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Curriculum for Mathematics:







Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Mathematics

K-5

Teacher Resource:
Ready Classroom

2016

Last
Curriculum
Update
6/15/2021

2016

6/15/2021

Student Resource:
i-Ready
Mathematics
Intervention

17 | P a g e

K-5

Teacher Resource:
Bridges Intervention
i-Ready Learning Path

Mathematics, 6-8
Overview:
The New Jersey State Learning Standards for mathematics are in full implementation in grades
6-8. The math department is committed to instilling a growth mindset within our students and
ourselves. Teachers develop innovative lessons, activities, and assessments in order to foster the
growth within our students. The focus is on modeling and reasoning skills more so than
computational skills. We want our students to successfully represent real world applications with
mathematical models and use their reasoning skills to understand the world around them.
In grades 6-8, students will develop a vast knowledge of pre-algebra skills in preparation for high
school courses and beyond. Students will learn to appreciate the power of mathematics and what
it can do in problem solving. Teachers will utilize the curriculum, based upon the NJSLS
standards and the eight mathematical practices, in order to prepare our students for any state
testing. Teachers will not only prepare students for any state testing, but will also develop
confident, proficient, flexible mathematicians and problems solvers. LinkIt MA Benchmarks
and i-Ready diagnostics are used to track student growth and drive instruction.
Students receive intervention when needed for specific topics such as Numbers: Counting and
Early Place Value, Operations: Basic Addition & Subtraction, Base Ten Operations: Addition
& Subtraction with Multi-Digit Numbers; Addition & Subtraction Word Problems, Operations:
Basic Multiplication & Division, Base Ten Operations: Multiplication & Division of MultiDigit Numbers; Multiplication & Division Word Problems, Adding, Subtracting & Making
Sense of Fractions, and Money & Decimals.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
The students of the Wanaque School District attend math class every day, for an eighty minute
block. Classes are not leveled except for our Pre-Algebra & Algebra classes in grades seven and
eight.

Pacing Guides for Mathematics:






Grade Six
Grade Seven
Accelerated Mathematics Grade Seven
Grade Eight
Algebra
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Curriculum for Mathematics:




Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

General
Mathematics

6

Teacher Resource:
EnVision Pearson

2016

Last
Curriculum
Update
6/15/2021

2016

6/15/2021

2016

6/15/2021

2016

6/15/2021

2016

6/15/2021

Student Resource:
i-Ready
General
Mathematics

7-8

Teacher Resource:
Piloting: EnVision Pearson
Math Connections: McGraw Hill
Student Resource:
i-Ready

Pre-Algebra

7

Teacher Resource:
Math Accelerated: McGraw Hill
Student Resource:
i-Ready

Algebra

8

Mathematics
Intervention

6-8
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Teacher Resource:
Algebra: McGraw Hill
Teacher Resource:
Bridges Intervention
i-Ready Learning Path

Science, K-5
Overview:
The K-5 science program in Wanaque School District consists of units that correspond to the
New Jersey Student Learning Standards-Science in which students must be engaged in a three
dimensional approach. This approach focuses on Science and Engineering Practices,
Crosscutting Concepts, and Disciplinary Core Ideas. The curriculum is inquiry-based and is
taught using a combination of hands-on experiences that lead to a deeper understanding of
science and engineering concepts where students actively participate in scientific practices
through their own investigations and analyses. The science curriculum is also enhanced with an
integration of reading and writing within the language arts units of study. At this level, the
district is emphasizing the importance of students “getting messy” with science and experiencing
the content through the implementation of the curriculum while emphasizing real world
applications of the content.
Building a strong foundation in science, technology, art, engineering, and mathematics
(STEAM) places students on the road to success in school and beyond. Wanaque’s science and
STEAM programs develop critical thinking skills that nurture the innovators and great thinkers
of tomorrow. Current instruction supports both literacy and mathematical standards, which
support our students in becoming scientifically literate to make informed decisions about health,
safety, and environmental stewardship.
Mission of the NJSLS-Science:
All students will possess an understanding of scientific concepts and processes required for
personal decision-making, participation in civic life, and preparation for careers in STEM fields
(for those that chose).
Specific to Wanaque School District:
The students of the Wanaque School District have science every day for forty minutes. This may
include nonfiction reading of science topics, current events, or experiments.
Pacing Guides for Science:







Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
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Curriculum for Science:







Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Science

K-5

Teacher Resource:
Macmillan: McGraw Hill
Mystery Science
Generation Genius

2020
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Last
Curriculum
Rewrite
5/12/2020

Science, 6-8
Overview:
The Wanaque School District School science program for grades 6-8 provides a comprehensive
and balanced program for all students. The district has moved to a more hand-on and problem
based learning approach. The New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Science (NJSLSS)
have shifted science instruction away from an emphasis on knowledge acquisition and
memorization towards teaching students to use scientific knowledge and engineering practices to
conduct investigations and become problem solvers.
Continuing a strong foundation in science, technology, art, engineering, and mathematics
(STEAM) places students on the road to success in school and beyond. Wanaque’s science and
STEAM programs develop critical thinking skills that nurture the innovators and great thinkers
of tomorrow. Current instruction supports both literacy and mathematical standards which
support our students in becoming scientifically literate to make informed decisions about health,
safety, and environmental stewardship.
Preparation for a more scientifically and technologically complex world requires the best
possible education. In our rapidly changing, increasingly technological world, all students need
to understand science and technology. Courses, curriculum, and resources are evaluated on an
ongoing basis and are continuously adjusted to meet the needs of all learners.
Mission of the NJSLS-Science:
All students will possess an understanding of scientific concepts and processes required for
personal decision-making, participation in civic life, and preparation for careers in STEM fields
(for those that chose).
Specific to Wanaque School District:
The students of the Wanaque School District have science every day for forty minutes. This may
include nonfiction reading of science topics, current events, or experiments.
Pacing Guides for Science:




Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight
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Curriculum for Science:




Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Science

6-8

Teacher Resource:
6th Grade: Elevate Pearson
7th Grade: Piloting Elevate Pearson
Earth Science: Prentice Hall
Life Science: Prentice Hall
Physical Science: Prentice Hall

2020
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Last
Curriculum
Rewrite
5/12/2020

Social Studies, K-5
Overview:
The K-5 social studies program in Wanaque School Distrust consists of units that correspond to
the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies. Students learn fundamental
concepts about government, citizenship, geography, economics, and history. The focus of
instruction is on developing an understanding of core democratic values, the rights and
responsibilities of American citizens, and how key people and events contributed to the
development of the American heritage. Students explore different cultures and learn how the
availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday life. Many
of the units across the grades are integrated in reading and writing workshops through
informational units and texts. Students rely on their literacy skills to synthesize, analyze,
question, develop and apply knowledge.
The curriculum for kindergarten through third grade is organized thematically around the central
concepts of civics, history, geography, and economics. The curriculum for fourth and fifth grade
represents a concentration on historical understanding of the United States, New Jersey, and
World Geography. Concepts of civics, geography, and economics are discussed through the
historical context.
The Holocaust, Amistad, Diversity & Inclusivity concepts and mandates are integrated
throughout the Social Studies curriculum. For specifics, please see State Mandate: Holocaust,
State Mandate: Amistad, and State Mandate: Diversity & Inclusivity.
Mission of the NJSLS-Social Studies:
Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and perspectives
needed to become active, informed, and contributing members of local, state, national, and
global communities.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
The students of the Wanaque School District have Social Studies every day for forty minutes.
This may include nonfiction reading of historical events/topics and/or current events.
Pacing Guides for Social Studies:







Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
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Curriculum for Social Studies:







Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Social Studies

K-5

Teacher Resource:
Harcourt

2014

Student Resource:
Scholastic Magazine
Time for Kids
NewsELA
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Last
Curriculum
Update
6/15/2021

Social Studies, 6-8
Overview:
Students presently are introduced to a full year social studies course in the 6th Grade through
American History, which is followed by one year of American History II, followed by Ancient
Civilization.
All curricula of required courses are guided by the New Jersey State Learning Standards in
Social Studies. All courses focus on building essential knowledge, comprehensive skills in
literacy, and explore the “ways of knowing” in Social Studies. To this end, a variety of
instructional tools are utilized, such as the analysis and discussion of primary source readings,
political cartoons, Socratic Circles, map work, videos and guest speakers. Nonfiction reading
skills are infused throughout the curriculum. Students use Notice and Note Signpost to help gain
a deeper meaning of the text.
To learn more about current events, practice nonfiction reading skills, and engage in thoughtful
classroom discussion, students will participate in Article of the Month. They will learn about
relevant past and present events, as well as learn about people who contributed to American
society, politically, economically, as well as socially.
The Holocaust, Amistad, Diversity & Inclusivity, and LGBTQ concepts and mandates are
integrated throughout the Social Studies curriculum. For specifics, please see State Mandate:
Holocaust, State Mandate: Amistad, State Mandate: LGBTQ & Disabilities Education, and
State Mandate: Diversity & Inclusion.
The 6-8 social studies program also includes a community service component. Middle school
students in Wanaque are expected to take part in community service as they move from sixth
grade to eighth grade. We anticipate that the experience of community service will enable
students to make informed choices as they move to the high school. (This is a graded
assignment.)
Basic Requirements
 A school year consists of July through June
 Community service performed for other organizations (e.g., church/synagogue, scouting,
etc.) count toward the hours required by the school
 Sixth graders………………………….………………..10 hours of service per school year
 Seventh graders………………………………………...15 hours of service per school year
 Eighth graders……………………………………….…20 hours of service per school year
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Mission of the NJSLS-Social Studies:
Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and perspectives
needed to become active, informed, and contributing members of local, state, national, and
global communities.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
The students of the Wanaque School District have Social Studies every day for forty minutes.
This may include nonfiction reading of historical events/topics and/or current events.
Pacing Guides for Social Studies:




Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Curriculum for Social Studies:




Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Social Studies

6

Teacher Resource:
American History I: Holt Reinhardt Winston

2014

Last
Curriculum
Update
6/15/2021

2014

6/15/2021

2014

6/15/2021

Social Studies

Social Studies

7

8

Student Resource:
NewsELA
Teacher Resource:
American History II: Holt Reinhardt Winston
Student Resource:
NewsELA
Teacher Resource:
Ancient Civilization: Holt Reinhardt Winston
Student Resource:
NewsELA

27 | P a g e

World Language, K-8
Overview:
The program in the Elementary World Language Department is designed to provide the students
with an introduction to the Spanish language and culture. In compliance with the New Jersey
Department of Education, the Wanaque School District grades K - 8 curriculum is designed to
meet the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for World Languages. We encourage students
to pursue the study of World Languages to become more equipped for our constantly changing
world. As technology, communication, and business internationalize many aspects of our lives,
mastering a second language has become an increasingly valuable skill. At this level, we focus
on learning about the culture, communities, connections, comparisons, and most importantly,
learning how to communicate in the target language. As outlined in the NJSLS for World
Languages, citizens from New Jersey are part of a dynamic, interconnected and technologically
driven global society centered on communication of knowledge and ideas without barriers.
Mission of the NJSLS-World Language:
World Language education provides learners with the essential language skills and cultural
understandings in languages other than English necessary to live and work in a global, culturally
diverse world
Specific to Wanaque School District:
During students’ K-5 years, students learn Spanish from their classroom teacher, a language
learning video, and have cycles with the World Language teacher, providing them opportunities
to explore and learn collaboratively. The World Language teacher works in the classroom with
the students face to face in six-week cycles. Students engage in conversations with teacher to ask
and answer questions, make requests, and express preferences while using appropriate gestures
and intonation of the Spanish language and culture.
During students’ 6-8 grade years, students learn Spanish from the World Language teacher.
Class is held twice a week, for forty minutes.
Pacing Guides for World Language:










Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight
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Curriculum for World Language:










Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

World Culture:
Spanish

K-5

Teacher Resource:
Elementary Spanish Presented by Northern
Arizona University

2014

Last
Curriculum
Update
6/18/2019

Spanish

6-8

Teacher Resource:
Ven Conmigo: Holt Rinehart & Winston

2014

6/18/2019

Student Resource:
Que Tal? Magazine
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Visual Arts: Art, PreK-8
Overview:
Man is born with a proclivity toward creativity, inclination, and pre-disposition to harmony and
order (beauty). The purpose of all art education is to surface and develop both of these traits
within an individual as much as possible. Consequently, there are four areas to be addressed:
1. Defining art by coming to understand the structures and ideas within it.
2. Identifying how people use these structures in their own unique way to express
themselves as they make similar or different kinds of art.
3. Comparing these differences throughout time and across cultures.
4. Making art.
By its very nature, elementary art is foundational, with the twin goals of exposure and
accessibility. For most children, it is expected that this will be their first exposure to these
materials and ideas, and that is an educational experience in itself. The second goal is to present
these things in an accessible way to promote enthusiasm and equip them for a lifetime of
appreciation and expression. By the end of eighth grade, students should have an understanding
of the components of art, how to discuss art (their own, the art of others, and that of famous
artists) in the context of these components, and have experiences making art in the areas of
ceramics, printmaking, graphics, painting, crafts, and textiles.
Mission of the NJSLS-Visual Art:
To empower students to develop creative and critical thinking, social-emotional competencies,
and intellectual and expressive abilities that will allow them to become active, contributing
members of a global society.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
At Wanaque, the art program is a year-long program meeting once per week for a minimum of
thirty-six weeks, for forty minutes per session.
There is also a Gifted Arts Program, for students in grades 4-8, and Mini Masters, for students in
grades 2-3. These are pullout enrichment classes, meeting once a week, on a rotating schedule.
They are designed to allow highly artistic and creative students to express themselves in
numerous ways. The goal is to promote the enhancement of our students’ visual thinking,
technical skills and creativity through the art disciplines of drawing, painting, and sculpture. The
GCT Art students will focus on design and composition. They will practice techniques, including
tonal development while exploring various art mediums. Students will work with two and threedimensional materials as they develop a strong sense of individuality and inventiveness.
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Pacing Guides for Art:











Pre-K
Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Curriculum for Art:











Pre-K
Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Art

K-8

Teacher Resource:
Flex Curriculum

2014

Student Resource:
Scholastic Art Magazine
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Performing Arts: Music, PreK-8
Overview:
Throughout time, the arts have served as a distinctive vehicle for self-discovery and a means of
understanding the world in which we live. As the state of New Jersey continues to transform
public education to meet the needs of a changing world and the 21st century workforce,
capitalizing on the unique ability of the arts to develop creativity, critical thinking, and
innovation skills is critical to the success of our students. The arts infuse our lives with meaning
on nearly all levels—generating significant creative and intellectual capital. They inspire creative
and critical thinking and encourage acceptance of diversity. A well-designed sequential arts
program promotes responsible decision making, enhances self-awareness, builds self-esteem and
self-management skills, and helps students build relationship and collaboration skills; all of
which are essential to prepare New Jersey students for postsecondary success.
Mission of the NJSLS-Performing Art--Music:
To empower students to develop creative and critical thinking, social-emotional competencies,
and intellectual and expressive abilities that will allow them to become active, contributing
members of a global society.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
General Music Pre-School: A year-long program meeting once a week for a minimum of thirty
(30) minutes per session.
General Music Kindergarten: A year-long program meeting once a week for a minimum of
forty (40) minutes per session.
General Music 1st-8th Grade: A half-year long program meeting once per week for a minimum
of forty (40) minutes per session.
Choral Music Grades 6-8: Choruses meet once per week for forty (40) minutes per session
before school.
Pacing Guides for Music:











PreK
Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight
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Curriculum for Music:











PreK
Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Music

PreK-8

Instruments
Garage Band

2020
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Performing Arts: Band, 5-8
Rationale:
Participating in instrumental music can fill an important need for many students. Like reading
and writing, music is extremely effective at communicating and expressing ideas and feelings
and therefore can be a critical art for students to study.
Instrumental music provides:
1.
2.
3.
4.

A contribution to the musical life of the school and community
Motivation for disciplined and sustained effort, cooperation towards progress
A sense of responsibility to the whole group in the pursuit of excellence
A setting for the student to develop positive, disciplined work habits necessary to
personal success and achievement
5. An avenue to develop a sense of self-worth and self-confidence
Overview:
Our instrumental music program serves students in 5th through 8th grades with the objective
to provide a high level performance experience to develop an analytical, creative and intuitive
understanding of music.
The program begins at the end of 4th grade, when students have the ability to pick an instrument
of their choosing after an instrument petting zoo and demonstration.
Beginning in 5th grade the program is broken up into two sections:
Beginning Band
Students new to an instrument start with one small group lesson for 40 minutes during school
hours and one 40 minute rehearsal before school each week. The group will perform a minimum
of two concerts, one in the winter, and one in the spring.
Advanced Band
Students with at least one year in the program will continue studies with one 40 minute small
group lesson during school hours, and 2 rehearsals each week before or after school. This group
will perform at least 2 concerts each year, but will also take advantage of other opportunities to
perform as time and budget permits. Other possible opportunities include graduation,
adjudicated performances, and in conjunction with Lakeland Regional High School.
Tri-M National Honor Society
Students with one year experience in the band can also apply for induction into the Tri-M Music
Honor Society. Accepted students will receive an additional lesson at Lakeland Regional High
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School, and will be called upon for a variety of music related service projects and performances
in our community.
Pacing Chart for Band:



Beginning
Advanced

Curriculum for Band:


Master Beginning Advanced Band Curriculum

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Beginning Band

5-8

Teacher Resources:
Book 1 of the Sound Innovations

2014

Last
Curriculum
Rewrite
6/18/2019

Advanced Band

6-8

Teacher Resources:
Book 2 of the Sound Innovations

2014

6/18/2019
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Performing Arts: Dance & Theatre, K-8
Overview:
Throughout time, the arts have served as a distinctive vehicle for self-discovery and a means of
understanding the world in which we live. As the state of New Jersey continues to transform
public education to meet the needs of a changing world and the 21st century workforce,
capitalizing on the unique ability of the arts to develop creativity, critical thinking, and
innovation skills is critical to the success of our students. The arts infuse our lives with meaning
on nearly all levels—generating significant creative and intellectual capital. They inspire creative
and critical thinking and encourage acceptance of diversity. A well-designed sequential arts
program promotes responsible decision making, enhances self-awareness, builds self-esteem and
self-management skills, and helps students build relationship and collaboration skills; all of
which are essential to prepare New Jersey students for postsecondary success.
Mission of the NJSLS-Performing Art—Dance & Theatre:
To empower students to develop creative and critical thinking, social-emotional competencies,
and intellectual and expressive abilities that will allow them to become active, contributing
members of a global society.
Specific to Wanaque School District (Dance):
Dance K-5: Dance is integrated into the Physical Education curriculum. Each grade level has a
unit of dance.
Dance 6-8: A stand-alone Dance curriculum is written for these grades, as well as infused into
Physical Education curriculum.
Curriculum for Dance:




Kindergarten – Grade Two
Grade Three - Five
Grade Six - Eight

Specific to Wanaque School District (Theatre):
Theatre K-5: Theatre is integrated into the Library curriculum. Each grade level has a unit of
theatre.
Theatre 6-8: A stand-alone Theatre curriculum is written for these grades, as well as integrated
into the English Language Arts curriculum.
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Curriculum for Theatre:




Kindergarten - Two
Grade Three - Five
Grade Six - Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic
Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Dance

K-8

N/A

2014

Last
Curriculum
Rewrite
5/11/2021

Theatre

K-8

Resources specified within each
curriculum

2014

5/11/2021

37 | P a g e

Technology, K-8
Overview:
All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in
order to solve problems individually and to collaborate, create and communicate knowledge.
New approaches necessary for solving the critical challenges we face as a society will require
harnessing the power of technology and computing. Rapidly changing technologies and the
proliferation of digital information have permeated and radically transformed learning, working,
and everyday life. This document outlines computer science and design thinking practices,
disciplinary concepts, core ideas, and related performance expectations. Engaging students in
human-centered approaches to design, design thinking, and computational thinking through the
study of computer science and technology serves to prepare students to ethically produce and
critically consume technology. The technology class in the Wanaque School District, composed
of computer science and design thinking education, prepares students to succeed in today's
knowledge-based economy by providing equitable and expanded access to high-quality,
standards-based computer science and technological design education.
Mission of the NJSLS-Technology:
Computer science and design thinking education prepares students to succeed in today's
knowledge-based economy by providing equitable and expanded access to high-quality,
standards-based computer science and technological design education.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
Technology K-2: A half-year long program meeting once per week for a minimum of forty (40)
minutes per session.
Technology 3-8: A year-long program meeting once a week for a minimum of forty (40)
minutes per session.
Pacing Guides for Technology:










Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight
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Curriculum for Technology:










Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Technology

K-8

Computers
Various Online Platforms
(Dependent upon Grades)

2014
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Physical Education, PreK-8
Overview:
The goal of Elementary Physical Education is to provide students with the skills, knowledge,
confidence and attitudes necessary for a lifetime appreciation of physical fitness and
participation in physical activities. Elementary Physical Education promotes physical, mental,
emotional and social growth. The students will acquire content knowledge and make connections
between physical education, health and other aspects of social life. In elementary physical
education, students take part in developmentally appropriate and sequentially based activities and
experiences as an essential part of the total educational process, and which contributes to the
growth and development of the individual child. In kindergarten to second grade, the emphasis is
on learning basic movement and motor skills, developing the basics, understanding healthy
fitness levels, and providing opportunities to develop effective personal and social skills. The
third through fifth grade program further develops a broad spectrum of physical skills, and the
knowledge necessary to use these skills and maintain fitness for a lifetime of active participation.
In grades 6-8, students are provided opportunities to experience cooperation as a member of a
group or as a member of a team observing the rules of fair play and the advantages of good
sportsmanship. It also offers opportunities to develop self-control and respect for the rights of
others. The physical education curriculum can provide a means of fulfilling the needs, which our
changing society has created. The curriculum offers students a wide variety of opportunities to
gain the knowledge of and proficiency in the basic skills, exercises and activities used for body
maintenance and the pursuit of a healthy lifestyle.
To accomplish these goals, instruction will be individualized to facilitate differences in physical,
mental and emotional development. Individuals who are actively involved will usually be more
at ease socially and reflect more self-confidence. The Wanaque Physical Education Department
will provide a safe and positive learning environment in which all students achieve personal
success. Elementary Physical Education, in conjunction with other areas of the elementary
curriculum can be an effective approach to preparing children to lead fulfilling and productive
lives.
Mission of the NJSLS-Physical Education:
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills of what is most essential to become
individuals who possess health and physical literacy and pursue a life of wellness by developing
the habits necessary to live healthy, productive lives that positively impact their families, schools
and communities.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
Physical Education Pre-K-8: A year-long program meeting twice a week for a minimum of
forty (40) minutes per session.
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Pacing Guides for Physical Education:











Pre-Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Curriculum for Physical Education:











Pre-Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Physical Education

K-8
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Resource or Electronic
Supplement
https://openphysed.org/
https://www.shapeamerica.org/

Curriculum Born
Date

Last Curriculum
Rewrite

2014

6/16/2020

Comprehensive Health, K-8
Overview:
Health literacy is an integral component of 21st century education. Healthy students are learners
who are “knowledgeable, productive, and also emotionally and physically healthy, motivated,
civically engaged, prepared for work and economic self-sufficiency, and ready for the world
beyond their own borders” (ASCD, 2004). As part of the state’s initiative to prepare students to
function optimally as global citizens and workers, the contemporary view of health and physical
education focuses on taking personal responsibility for one’s health through an active, healthy
lifestyle that fosters a lifelong commitment to wellness. The mission and vision for comprehensive
health and physical education reflects this perspective:
Mission of the NJSLS-Comprehensive Health:
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills of what is most essential to become
individuals who possess health and physical literacy and pursue a life of wellness by developing
the habits necessary to live healthy, productive lives that positively impact their families, schools
and communities.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
In the Wanaque School District, students in Pre-K-5 attend Health classes twice a week for forty
minutes. Students are taught primarily by the general education teacher; however, the nurse and
certified health teacher support the class for specific lessons.
Students in grade 6-8 attend Health classes twice a week for forty minutes. Students are taught
primarily by a certified health teacher; however, the nurse and School Resource Officer officers
support the class as well, for specific lessons.
In addition to Health units that focus on wellness, integrated skills, and human relations, students
are taught lessons on acceptance and anti-bullying by their classroom teachers, as well as their
Guidance Counselors.
Pacing Guides for Comprehensive Health:









Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
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Grade Eight

Curriculum for Comprehensive Health:










Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Family Life Overviews:










Kindergarten Family Life Unit Overview
Grade One Family Life Unit Overview
Grade Two Family Life Unit Overview
Grade Three Family Life Unit Overview
Grade Four Family Life Unit Overview
Grade Five Family Life Unit Overview
Grade Six Family Life Unit Overview
Grade Seven Family Life Unit Overview
Grade Eight Family Life Unit Overview

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Comprehensive
Health

K-8

Teacher Resource:
Teen Health: Glencoe

2014

Student Resource:
Choices Magazine (6-8)
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Library, K-8
Overview:
The school library is a unique and essential part of a learning community. We have a qualified
school librarian who leads the library and guides the students. Besides teaching students how to
find materials based on need and interest, students are exposed to units of study that support
classroom instruction and prepares them for a successful future.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
Grade One – Grade Two: A year-long program meeting once a week for a minimum of forty
(40) minutes per session.
Kindergarten, Grade Three – Grade Eight: A half-year long program meeting once per week
for a minimum of forty (40) minutes per session.
Pacing Guide for Library:










Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Curriculum for Library:










Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight
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Core + More, 6-8
Overview:
The course, Core + More, is designed to equip students with skills necessary to succeed in an
ever-changing world. This full-year course provides students with the skills and techniques that
will enable them to become more strategic learners. More specifically, students will focus on
developing organizational, time management, and note-taking skills, as well as study, content
reading and testing-taking strategies. Students will have the opportunity to improve their
Language Arts, grammar, usage, and mechanics knowledge, deepen their comprehension, and
refine their basic Math facts through teacher–led lessons, as well as online instruction. Units will
also include financial literacy, social emotional learning, as well as self-discovery and career
exploration.
Specific to Wanaque School District:
The course meets once per week, for forty minutes. Units on Career Education and Social
Emotional Learning are co-caught with school counselors.
Topics covered:








Organizational Strategies
Time Management
Reading to Learn
Study & Test Skills
Financial Literacy
Social Emotional Learning
Career Exploration

Pacing Guides for Core + More:




Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Curriculum for Core + More:




Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight
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Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

Core + More

6-8

Teacher Resource:
Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens by
Sean Covey
The Vault (Financial Literacy 6)
Future Smart (Financial Literacy 7 & 8)

2018

Student Resource:
The Workbook Seven Habits of Highly
Effective Teens by Sean Covey
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Counseling/SEL/Bullying Prevention, K-8
Overview:
School Counselors in grades K - 8 serve as a resource to students as they develop emotional
awareness, interpersonal skills, responsibility, and personal accountability. They support students
in times of crisis, but also serve an important role when it comes to supporting the
Social/Emotional growth of students. Research has shown that well-implemented SEL programs
designed to address social, emotional, and academic needs of students are connected to academic
growth as well as high quality social interactions. The increase in these aspects are also
connected to students reporting feeling safer at school. Students who feel safe are more likely to
present as “ready to learn.” For these programs to be successful, school leaders, as well as
classroom teachers, need to incorporate these skills in the day-to-day operations of the school.
Students in grades K-5 are taught using Second Step, a program rooted in social-emotional
learning that helps transform schools into supportive, successful learning environments uniquely
equipped to help children thrive. Students are taught lessons throughout the year by the
Guidance Counselor, as well as classroom teacher.
Grade K -1 students focus on the following:
 Proper Social Behavior
 Being an Up-Stander
 Safety
 Respect
 Rules
 Recognizing, Reporting, & Refusing Bullying
 “I Can” Statements
Grade 2-3 students focus on the following:
 Characteristics of Bullying Behavior
 Situations where Bullying is Taking Place
 Bullying vs. Conflict
 Roles of the Bystander, the Victim, the Bully
 Respect
 Rules
 Recognizing, Reporting, & Refusing Bullying
 “I Can” Statements
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Grade 4 & 5 students focus on the following:
 Safety
 Respect
 New Jersey State HIB Law
 Bullying vs. Conflict
 Identifying Bullying
 Reporting Bullying
 Up-Stander Power
 CyberBullying
Grade 6 & 7 students focus on the following:
 New Jersey State HIB Law
 Conflict Resolution Techniques
 Cyberbullying
 Stereotyping
 Effects of Bullying
*Students in 7th grade view a video with our Guidance Counselors and School Resource Officers
entitled, “Sticks and Stones.” It is a film about the dangers of cyberbullying. Information and a
permission slip will be sent home prior to students viewing the film.
Grade 8 students focus on the following:
 Social bullying
 Cyberbullying
 Physical bullying
 Verbal bulling
 Peer Pressure
 Proactive Solutions Against Bullying
 Long Term Effects of Bullying
Students in grades 6-8 are taught using The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean
Covey.
Habits:
1. Be Proactive
2. Begin with the End in Mind
3. Put Things First
4. Think Win-Win
5. Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood
6. Synergize
7. Sharpen the Saw
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Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic Supplement

Counseling/SEL/
Bullying Prevention

K-5

Teacher Resource:
Second Step
10 Simple Lessons for Better Behavior

Counseling/SEL/
Bullying Prevention

6-8

Teacher Resource:
Second Step
The Seven Habits of Highlight Effective
Teens by Sean Covey

Last
Curriculum
Update
2019

2019

Teacher Resource:
Workbook for The Seven Habits of Highlight
Effective Teens by Sean Covey

*In partnership with Jenny Mills, training workshops and presentations are offered to the staff
and community regarding Social Emotional Learning. Additionally, Mrs. Mills creates media
Teacher Resources to help facilitate conversations and support our educators in delivering
Social Emotional lessons.
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English as a Second Language, K-8
Overview:
Registration forms for the Wanaque School District include a Home Language Survey. If English
is identified as a second language, the student is screened using a state-approved tool, the WIDA
Model Screener. If scores in Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing indicate that support in
English would benefit the student, ESL services are offered. If services are accepted, the student
is pulled-out of the general education class every day for 40 minutes of small group English
instruction. Every Spring, a state assessment, ACCESS, is administered to students in ESL.
When an ACCESS score reflects that a student’s English proficiency is developed enough to
promote academic success, the student is exited from the ESL program. This program is offered
both at the Haskell and Wanaque School.
Pacing For English as a Second Language:










Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

Curriculum For English as a Second Language:










Kindergarten
Grade One
Grade Two
Grade Three
Grade Four
Grade Five
Grade Six
Grade Seven
Grade Eight

50 | P a g e

Courses:
Courses

Grade

Resource or Electronic
Supplement

Curriculum
Born Date

ESL

K-8

Teacher Resource:
Scott Foresman ESL Sunshine
Edition
95 Percent Group Phonics Lesson
Libraries
Bridges Math Intervention

2014

Student Resource:
Language Development Activity
Book
Decodable Texts
Raz-Kids
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State Mandate: Amistad Education, K-8
N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding
the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum
of elementary and secondary school students.
Background:
Under legislation sponsored by Assemblymen William D. Payne and Craig A. Stanley, schools
in the Garden State are moving to recognize the integral part African-Americans have played at
every turn in this nation’s history. The Amistad Bill (A1301), which became law in 2002, calls
on New Jersey schools to incorporate African-American history into their social studies
curriculum. This legislation also created the Amistad Commission, a 23-member body charged
with ensuring that African-American history, contributions and experiences are adequately
taught in the state’s classrooms.
Purpose:
The Amistad Commission ensures that the Department of Education and public schools of New
Jersey implement materials and texts which integrate the history and contributions of AfricanAmericans and the descendants of the African Diaspora.
Goals:
1) To infuse the history of Africans and African-Americans into the social studies curriculum in
order to provide an accurate, complete and inclusive history.
2) To ensure that New Jersey teachers are equipped to effectively teach the revised social studies
core curriculum content standards.
3) To create and coordinate workshops, seminars, institutes, memorials and events which raise
public awareness about the importance of the history of African-Americans to the growth and
development of American society in global context.
AMISTAD COMPONENTS FOR PRIMARY GRADES
The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
AMISTAD INTERACTIVE WEB-BASED CURRICULUM
Get free access to digital content for New Jersey educators. All users must register with school email and
school address in order to receive access.
New Jersey Amistad Commission Website
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Wanaque Public Schools--Amistad Education
There are many activities and events that occur throughout the district regarding the study of
African American History. Below are samples of the activities/events. Teachers may implement
these activities or others within the appropriate English Language Arts or Social Studies unit of
study during the course of the school year.
Primary:
Kindergarten:
 Scholastic News Magazine--highlighting influential African Americans-- read and
discussed during Social Studies & Language Arts
 Students sing songs about Martin Luther King Jr.
 Books are read throughout the year to support a developmentally appropriate level of
understanding of the role African Americans played in our nation’s history, as well as
kindness and equal rights.
o Elizabeti’s Doll by Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen
o Yo! Yes? by Chris Raschka
o Charlie Parker Played Be Bop by Chris Raschka
o My Steps by Sally Derby
 African American inventors, poets, athletes, and others are highlighted through read
alouds, videos, and through class discussions.
o Happy Birthday Martin Luther King by Jean Marzollo
o Martin’s Big Words by Doreen Rappaport
o Rosa Parks
o Wilt Chamberlain
o George Washington Carver
o Hank Aaron
 Students illustrate and label pictures, detailing how we could treat people equally (how
we could show respect).
o Reading Theme entitled: The Importance of Kindness
 Amazing Americans Writing Stations: Students can choose to write a story or a letter to
their parents about the Amazing Americans they learned about.
First Grade:
 Scholastic News Magazine--highlighting influential African Americans-- read and
discussed during Social Studies
 Students watch a PebbleGo video on Martin Luther King Jr. and use BrainPop to open
dialogue into how rules and laws can change over time. Students complete writing
prompts sharing how they can make a difference in the world.
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Books are read throughout the year to support a developmentally appropriate level of
understanding of the role African Americans played in our nation’s history, as well as
kindness and equal rights.
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 1: Learning and Working Together in
School
 Elizabeth’s School
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 16: Celebrating Diversity
 To Be a Kid
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 25: Importance of Friendship
 Amazing Grace
Read biographies of famous Black Americans and show video clips when appropriate.
African American inventors, poets, athletes, and others are highlighted through read
alouds. Some read alouds include:
 A Picture Book of MLK by David A. Adler
 My Daddy Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. By MLK III
 I Have A Dream by MLK Jr.

Second Grade:
 Scholastic News Magazine--highlighting influential African Americans, inventors, poets,
athletes
 During a Social Studies unit, students are invited to see that enslaved people were human
beings—with names, families, music, food, hopes and dreams. Students explore the
diversity of African kingdoms and Native nations, including their intellectual and cultural
traditions. Students focus on a specific Kingdom--Benin Empire. They learn that people
were doctors, teachers, artists and community leaders before they were enslaved. This
approach begins by focusing on the strengths and humanity of people who were enslaved.
 Books are read throughout the year during Language Arts to support a developmentally
appropriate level of understanding of the role African Americans played in our nation’s
history, as well as kindness and equal rights.
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 1: Importance of Friendship
 Delores
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 3: Finding Your Way in a New Place
 Grandfather Counts
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 9: Finding Beauty in the World
 Last Stop on Market Street
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 16: Facing Challenges
 Suki’s Kimono
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 21: Living and Working Together
 For You Are a Kenyan Child
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Third Grade:
 Scholastic News Magazine--highlighting influential African Americans, inventors, poets,
athletes
 During Social Studies, students read stories of resilience and agency that show that
slavery was not a “peculiar” institution at all, but a national institution motivated by a
desire for profit. They will be invited to see that enslaved people were human beings and
learn about brave individuals who resisted enslavement and stood against it. They will
learn specifically about the Underground Railroad.
 Books are read throughout the year to support a developmentally appropriate level of
understanding of the role African Americans played in our nation’s history, as well as
kindness and equal rights.
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 2: Connecting Across Generations:
Family
 Storms in the Night
 Sitti’s Secret
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 3: Finding Your Way in a New Place
 Grandfather Counts
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 10: Honoring Traditions
 Bintou’s Braids
o Ineractive Read Aloud texts from Theme 11: Challenges
 Getting’ Through Thursday
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 12: Importance of Determination
 Nothing But Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 14: Biographies
 Wangari Maathai
Fourth Grade:
 Scholastic News Magazine--highlighting influential African Americans, inventors, poets,
athletes
 During Social Studies, students focus on specific African Americans and their
contribution to New Jersey. They also learn, research, and discuss slavery, its impact on
New Jersey, and civil rights.
 Books are read throughout the year in language arts to support a developmentally
appropriate level of understanding of the role African Americans played in our nation’s
history, as well as kindness and equal rights.
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom:
 The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson
 Step Right Up: How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World About Kindness
by Donna Janell Bowman
 Any text from the illustrator Study on Floyd Cooper
 Meet Danitra Brown by Nikki Grimes
 Ma Dear’s Aprons by Patricia McKissack
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Ruth and the Green Book by Calvin Alexander Ramsey
These Hands by Margaret H. Mason
A Dance Like Starlight: One Ballerina’s Dream by Kristy
Dempsey
Uncle Jed’s Barbershop by Margaree King Mitchell
Dad, Jackie, and Me by Myron Uhlberg

Fifth Grade:
 Scholastic News Magazine--highlighting influential African Americans, inventors, poets,
athletes
 Books are read throughout the year to support a developmentally appropriate level of
understanding of the role African Americans played in our nation’s history, as well as
kindness and equal rights.
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom:
 Smoky Night by Eve Bunting
 This is the Rope: A Story from the Great Migration by Jacqueline
Woodson
 Richard Wright and the Library Card by William Miller
 Under the Quilt of Night by Deborah Hopkinson
 Marti’s Song for Freedom by Emma Otheguy
 The Legendary Miss Lena Horne by Carole Boston Weatherford
 Rosa by Nikki Giovanni
 Ida B. Wells: Let the Truth Be Told by Walter Dean Myers
 Boycott Blues: How Rosa Parks Inspired a Nation by Andrea Davis
Pinkney
 Martin and Mahalia: His Words, Her Song by Andrea Davis Pinkney
 Sit-In: How Four Friends Stood Up by Sitting Down by Andrea Davis
Pinkney
o Students will engage in writing activities, to help engage them deeper with the
story and/or person who contributed to our nation’s history.
 During Social Studies, students will investigate the Middle Passage and the conditions
experienced by enslaved Africans. The students will also examine the struggle for
equality, civil rights or sovereignty for different groups of people in the Western
Hemisphere including African Americans. They will also compare the practice of
slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems, learn about immigration and
the African Slave Trade.
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Sixth-Eighth Grade:
 Poetry
o Maya Angelou, Langston Hughes, Harriet Beecher Stowe
 African Americans in American Revolutionary War: James Armistead, Prince Estabrook
 Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson
o Historical Document Analysis for related slavery content
 Abolitionists—William Lolyd Garrison, Sojouner Truth, Fredrick Douglass, Grimke
Sisters, Harriet Tubman
 Analysis of “I Have a Dream” Speech
 Emancipation Proclamation
 Share Cropping
 Short text and articles such as Life of a Slave on a Southern Plantation
 Some specific topics include the following:
o High-profile court cases: Dred Scott Decision, Brown v. Board of Education
o Civil Rights Era: Rosa Parks, Martin L. King, Freedom Riders, Malcolm X.,
Jackie Robinson, Negro Leagues, racism in the South and Jim Crow Laws, Black
Panther Party, Harriet Tubman and the Underground RR; abolition (Frederick
Douglas)
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State Mandate: Holocaust Education, K-8
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and
genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school
pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears
to fight racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.
Background:
In 1994 the legislature voted unanimously in favor of an act requiring education on the
Holocaust and genocide in elementary and secondary education and it was subsequently signed
into law by Governor Whitman. The law indicates that issues of bias, prejudice and bigotry,
including bullying, through the teaching of the Holocaust and genocide, shall be included for all
children from K-12th grade. Because this is a law and in Statute any changes in standards would
not impact the requirement of education on this topic in all New Jersey public schools.
This Statute remains current and must be incorporated when developing new or revised
curriculum. A review of the English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science and Technical subjects suggests that it can be used as a framework in developing a well
articulated multi-disciplinary K-12 Holocaust/genocide program of study.
Purpose:
The core mission of the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education is to promote
Holocaust education in the State of New Jersey. On a continual basis, the Commission shall
survey the status of Holocaust/Genocide Education; design, encourage and promote the
implementation of Holocaust and genocide education and awareness; provide programs in New
Jersey; and coordinate designated events that will provide appropriate memorialization of the
Holocaust on a regular basis throughout the state. The Commission will provide assistance and
advice to the public and private schools and will meet with county and local school officials, and
other interested public and private organizations, to assist with the study of the Holocaust and
genocide.
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Wanaque Public Schools--Holocaust Education
There are many activities and events that occur throughout the district regarding the study of the
Holocaust, genocide education and awareness, prejudice, and bullying. Below are samples of the
activities/events. Teachers may implement these activities or others within the appropriate
English Language Arts, Social Studies, Anti-Bullying, and Social Emotional unit of study during
the course of the school year. These activities are embedded into these curricula:
Primary:
Kindergarten





Our First and Second Step curriculum and lessons teach students to stand up for one
another and support every student in our school
Individual classroom lessons on the value of diversity
Specific activities and book titles are provided in our Social Studies Curriculum to help
our youngest students to value themselves and others
During Language Arts and Literature, books are read throughout the year to support a
developmentally appropriate level of understanding of these values. Students will engage
in discussions around some of the following titles:
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from the theme, Importance of Kindness
 Lost! by David McPhail
 Flower Garden by Eve Bunting
 Jamaica’s Find by Juanita Havill
 The Teddy Bear by David McPhail
 Say Hello by Jack and Michael Foreman
 Dim Sum for Everyone by Grace Lin

o Interactive Read Aloud texts from the theme, Celebrating Differences
 It’s Okay to Be Different by Todd Parr
 The Story of Ferdinand by Munro Leaf
 Leo the Late Bloomer by Robert Kraus
 The Cow That Went OINK by Bernard Most
 Big Al by Andrew Clements
Grade One




Our First and Second Step curriculum and lessons teaches students to stand up for one
another and support every student in our school
Individual classroom lessons on the value of diversity
Specific activities and book titles are provided in our Social Studies Curriculum to help
our youngest students to value themselves and others.

59 | P a g e



During Language Arts and Literature, books are read throughout the year to support a
developmentally appropriate level of understanding of these values. Students will engage
in discussions around some of the following titles:
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 3: Importance of Friendship
 Mr. George Baker
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 9: Working Together in the
Community
 A Bus Called Heaven
 Mama Panya’s Pancakes
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 10: Importance of Kindness
 Mice and Beans
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 15: Journeys Near and Far
 Dear Juno
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 16: Celebrating Diversity
 Whoever You Are
 The Name Jar
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 23: Importance of Friendship
 King of the Playground

Grade Two





Our First and Second Step curriculum and lessons teach students to stand up for one
another and support every student in our school
Individual classroom lessons on the value of diversity
Specific activities and book titles are provided in our Social Studies Curriculum to help
our students value themselves and others and to learn the negative effects of prejudice
and racism
During Language Arts and Literature, books are read throughout the year to support a
developmentally appropriate level of understanding of these values. Students will engage
in discussions around some of the following titles:
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 1: Importance of Friendship
 Horace and Morris
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 2: Caring for Each Other
 The Big Red Lollipop
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 3: Finding Your Way in a New Place
 Home at Last
 Mango, Abuela and Me
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 4: Memory Stories
 I Love Saturdays
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 9: Finding Beauty in the World
 Something Beautiful
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 10: Pleasure of Giving
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 Those Shoes
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 15: Helen Lester: Learning a Lesson
 All for Me and None for All
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 16: Facing Challenges
 Courage
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 21: Living and Working Together
 Armando and the Blue Tarp School
Grade Three


Our First and Second Step curriculum and lessons teach students to stand up for one
another and support every student in our school
 Individual classroom lessons on the value of diversity
 Specific activities and book titles are provided in our Social Studies Curriculum to help
our students value themselves and others and to learn the negative effects of prejudice
and racism.
 During Language Arts and Literature, books are read throughout the year to support a
developmentally appropriate level of understanding of these values. Students will engage
in discussions around some of the following titles:
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 1: Importance of Kindness
 Enemy Pie
 The Can Man
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 2: Connecting Across Generations:
Family
 Storms in the Night
 Sitti’s Secret
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 10: Honoring Traditions
 Deep in the Sahara
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 11: Facing Challenges
 Getting’ Through Thursday
 First Day in Grapes
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 19: Folktales
 Babuashka Baba Yaga
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from Theme 23: Exploring the World Photo Essays
 Vanishing Cultures: Mongolia
 Vanishing Cultures: Down Under
Grade Four



Our First and Second Step curriculum and lessons teach students to stand up for one
another and support every student in our school
Individual classroom lessons on the value of diversity
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Specific activities and book titles are provided in our Social Studies Curriculum to help
our students value themselves and others and to learn the negative effects of prejudice
and racism.
During Language Arts and Literature, books are read throughout the year to support a
developmentally appropriate level of understanding of these values. Students will engage
in discussions around some of the following titles:
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from the text set on Empathy.
 The Boy and the Whale by Mordicai Gerstein
 Step Right Up: How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World About Kindness
by Donna Janell Bowman
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from the text set on Taking Action & Making
Change.
o Interactive Read Aloud texts from the text set on Biographies.
 East-West House: Noguchi’s Childhood in Japan by Christy Hale
Students read literature with social justice issues and engage in guided reading
discussions on such
o There’s a Boy in the Girls Bathroom
Students also read picture books on the Holocaust:
o Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story by Ken Mochizuki
o Erika's Story by Ruth Vander Zee
o Rose Blanche by Roberto Innocenti

Grade Five







Our First and Second Step curriculum and lessons teach students to stand up for one
another and support every student in our school
Individual classroom lessons on the value of diversity
Specific activities and book titles are provided in our Social Studies Curriculum to help
our students value themselves and others and to learn the negative effects of prejudice
and racism
During Language Arts and Literature, books are read throughout the year to support a
developmentally appropriate level of understanding of these values. Students will engage
in discussions around some of the following titles:
o Interactive Read Aloud texts:
 Let the Celebrations Begin! A Story of Hope for the Liberation by
Margaret Wild
 Letters from Rifka by Karen Hesse
 The Butterfly by Patricia Polacco
 The Village That Vanished by Amy Grifalconi
 Silent Music by James Rumford
Students read literature with social justice issues and engage in guided reading
discussions on such
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o Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Grade Six


Our First and Second Step curriculum and lessons teach students to stand up for one
another and support every student in our school
 Individual classroom lessons on the value of diversity
 Students read The Boy on the Wooden Box while simultaneously answering Holocaust
related questions through journaling and reflections. Research is provided by the Social
Studies teachers and Media Specialist for this time period.
 Students participate in Book Clubs and Literature Circle programs this year that will
center around the Holocaust and Social Injustices. Through the lenses of the novels,
students will explore first-hand experiences of the Holocaust in order to internalize and
understand the gravity of the atrocities committed during this abhorrent tragedy. This
unit ties into our guided theme of cultural awareness and acceptance, which is covered
across the curriculum.
 A comprehensive holocaust curriculum is in the social studies curriculum
o Teachers use https://echoesandreflections.org/teach/ and
https://www.facinghistory.org/. They focus on the following topics:
 Anti-Semitism
 Nazi Germany
 The Ghettos
 The Final Solution
Grade Seven









A comprehensive study of the Holocaust is part of the ELA and SS curricula
Individual classroom lessons on the value of diversity
Students read the play of The Diary of Anne Frank while simultaneously answering
Holocaust related questions through journaling and reflections. Research is provided by
the Social Studies teachers and Media Specialist for this time period.
Students participate in Book Clubs and Literature Circle programs this year that will
center around the Holocaust and Social Injustices. Through the lenses of the novels:
Between Shades of Gray, Daniel’s Story, I am Malala, The Boy in the Stripped Pajamas,
students will explore first-hand experiences of the Holocaust in order to internalize and
understand the gravity of the atrocities committed during this abhorrent tragedy. This
unit ties into our guided theme of cultural awareness and acceptance, which is covered
across the curriculum.
Each year we host an assembly program through the Jewish Federation of Greater
Metrowest NJ, where ‘Survivors’ come to the middle school to address the 7th grade
students recounting their personal experiences.
A comprehensive holocaust curriculum is in the social studies curriculum

63 | P a g e

o Teachers use https://echoesandreflections.org/teach/ and they focus on the
following topics:
 Jewish Resistance
 Rescuers and Non-Jewish Resistance
**Social Studies and Language Arts teachers training on this curriculum
Grade Eight







A comprehensive study of the Holocaust is part of the ELA and SS curricula
Individual classroom lessons on the value of diversity
Students read Night while simultaneously answering Holocaust related questions through
journaling and reflections. Research is provided by the Social Studies teachers and
Media Specialist for this time period.
Students participate in Book Clubs and Literature Circle program this year that will
center around the Holocaust and Social Injustices. Through the lenses of the novels: The
Wave, Book Thief, Devil’s Arithmetic, students will explore first-hand experiences of the
Holocaust in order to internalize and understand the gravity of the atrocities committed
during this abhorrent tragedy. This unit ties into our guided theme of cultural awareness
and acceptance, which is covered across the curriculum.
A comprehensive holocaust curriculum is in the social studies curriculum
o Teachers use https://echoesandreflections.org/teach/ and they focus on the
following topics:
 Survivors and Liberations
 Perpetrators, Collaborators, and Bystandards
 The Children and Legacies beyond the Holocaust
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State Mandate: LGBTQ & Disabilities Education, 7-8
“School Boards must adopt inclusive instructional materials that portray the cultural and
economic diversity of society including the political, economic, and social contributions of
persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, where
appropriate.”
AN ACT concerning instruction and instructional materials in public schools and
supplementing chapter 35 of Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
C.18A:35-4.35 History of disabled and LGBT persons included in middle and high school
curriculum.
1. A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social
contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people,
in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of
the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.
C.18A:35-4.36 Policies, procedures pertaining to inclusive instructional materials.
2. A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the
selection of instructional materials to implement the requirements of section 1 of this act.
When adopting instructional materials for use in the schools of the district, a board of
education shall adopt inclusive instructional materials that portray the cultural and economic
diversity of society including the political, economic, and social contributions of persons
with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, where appropriate.
3.
year.

This act shall take effect immediately and shall first apply to the 2020-2021 school

Approved January 31, 2019.
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Wanaque Public Schools--LGBTQ & Disabilities Education
There are many activities and events that occur throughout the district to promote and ensure the
inclusion of all students. Below are samples of the activities/events. Teachers may implement
these activities or others within their appropriate subjective matter and units of study during the
course of the school year. These activities below are embedded into these curricula:
SOCIAL STUDIES:
To learn more about current events, practice nonfiction reading skills, and engage in thoughtful
classroom discussion, students in grades seven & eight participate in Article of the Month. They
learn about relevant past and present events, as well as learn about people who contributed to
American society, politically, economically, as well as socially.
Political: laws, rights, justice
Economic: industry & innovation
Social: literature, fine arts, & culture
Contribution: Specific contribution of person (s), contribution of the perspectives of people
relevant to an area of study, contribution of the topic to expanding study in a particular area.
Some of the articles for the year will be about the following:
 World’s first improvisational theater group with Down Syndrome
 Bayard Rustin (Designed the March on Washington)
 Alice de Rivera (Fought against gender discrimination in schools)
 Claudette Colvin (Took a stand against racism)
 Constance McMillen (Fought for LGBTQ rights in American schools)
 Tatyana McFadden (Fought for students with disabilities)
 Jason Collins (NBA Player to be the first active male athlete from one of the four major
North American professional team sports to publicly do so)
 Tim Cook (CEO of Apple)
 Lori Lightfoot (First African American Mayor in Chicago)
 Steven Spielberg (Battled with Dyslexia)
LANGUAGE ARTS:
Direct teaching about disability may include people with disabilities, difference/diversity,
equality, fairness, kindness, rights, and/or discrimination to name a few. The following are texts
students read either as a whole class, in a book club, or individually that provide ample
opportunity for this work to occur:

66 | P a g e

The Giver by Lois Lowry
Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Hunt
Rules by Cynthia Lord
Author study on Dav Pilkey
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper
Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
LIBRARY:
Analysis of fairy tales with a critical lens theory (archetypes, historical/social considerations,
and introduce them to critical lens theory, mainly Marxist, Gender, and Archetypal lenses)
Students will work in teams to create a sales pitch to Disney executives of a modified version of
a fairy tale from a culture that has either NOT been represented or has been under-represented by
Disney as their next blockbuster movie.
HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION:
Units on Understanding and Overcoming Disabilities
Units on Sexuality and Acceptance
EVENTS:
Disability Awareness Month is recognized in October
Down Syndrome Day is recognized in March
Autism Awareness Month is recognized in April
Mental Health Awareness Month is recognized in May
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State Mandate: Diversity & Inclusion, K-8
AN ACT concerning diversity and inclusion instruction in school districts and supplementing
chapter 35 of Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
C.18A:35-4.36a Curriculum to include instruction on diversity and inclusion.
1. a. Beginning in the 2021-2022 school year, each school district shall incorporate instruction
on diversity and inclusion in an appropriate place in the curriculum of students in grades
kindergarten through 12 as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student
Learning Standards.
b. The instruction shall:
(1) highlight and promote diversity, including economic diversity, equity, inclusion, tolerance,
and belonging in connection with gender and sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, disabilities,
and religious tolerance;
(2) examine the impact that unconscious bias and economic disparities have at both an
individual level and on society as a whole; and
(3) encourage safe, welcoming, and inclusive environments for all students regardless of race
or ethnicity, sexual and gender identities, mental and physical disabilities, and religious beliefs.
c. The Commissioner of Education shall provide school districts with sample learning
activities and resources designed to promote diversity and inclusion.
2.

This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved March 1, 2021.
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Wanaque Public Schools—Diversity & Inclusion Education, K-8
Teaching to engage diversity, to include all learners, and to seek equity is essential for preparing
civically-minded adults and for creating schools and a society that recognizes the contributions
of all people. Teaching for diversity refers to acknowledging a varied range of differences in the
classroom. Teaching for inclusion signifies accepting and welcoming these differences. Teaching
for equity means making sure every student has the support they need to be successful.
Lessons in the classrooms are designed to help students understand the importance of empathy
and respect for other cultures and cultural activities, genders and sexual orientations, races and
ethnicities, as well as disabilities in connection with economic diversity, equity, inclusion,
tolerance, when and where appropriate.
Our administrative team, as well as educators, are working with a variety of outside services during
the 2021-22 School Year. They are helping and guiding us to develop an integrative education
model that systemically addresses Social Emotional Learning, Inclusivity, Equity and wellness in
education. Through workshops, trainings, and meetings, inclusive teaching strategies will be
addressed for use in classrooms, intended to ensure that all students feel supported. Our goal is to
have all students view themselves as people who belong to a community of learners in both the
classroom and society.
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Overview of Standard 9: Career Readiness, Life Literacies, &
Key Skills
Rapid advancements in technology and subsequent changes in the economy have created
opportunities for individuals to compete and connect on a global scale. In this increasingly
diverse and complex world, the successful entrepreneur or employee must not only possess the
requisite education for specific industry pathways but also employability skills necessary to
collaborate with others and manage resources effectively in order to establish and maintain
stability and independence. This document outlines concepts and skills necessary for New
Jersey’s students to thrive in an ever-changing world. Intended for integration throughout all K–
12 academic and technical content areas, the New Jersey Student Learning Standards- Career
Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills (NJSLS-CLKS) provides the framework for students
to learn the concepts, skills, and practices essential to the successful navigation of career
exploration and preparation, personal finances and digital literacy.
Mission
Career readiness, life literacies, and key skills education provide students with the necessary
skills to make informed career and financial decisions, engage as responsible community
members in a digital society, and to successfully meet the challenges and opportunities in an
interconnected global economy.
Vision
An education in career readiness, life literacies, and key skills fosters a population that:
• Continually self-reflects and seeks to improve the essential life and career practices that
lead to success;
• Uses effective communication and collaboration skills and resources to interact with a
global society;
• Possesses financial literacy and responsibility at home and in the broader community;
• Plans, executes, and alters career goals in response to changing societal and economic
conditions; and
• Seeks to attain skill and content mastery to achieve success in a chosen career path
Structure of the NJSLS-CLKS
The organization and content of the NJSLS-Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
include the following areas:
• Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This standard outlines the important fiscal
knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to make
informed decisions about personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral component of
a student's college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling,
financially-secure, and successful careers.
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•

•
•

Standard 9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training: This
standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and
talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning,
and career requirements.
Standard 9.3: This standard outlines what students should know and be able to do upon
completion of a CTE Program of Study.
Standard 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills: This standard outlines key literacies and
technical skills such as critical thinking, global and cultural awareness, and technology
literacy that are critical for students to develop, live and work in an interconnected global
economy.
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Wanaque Public Schools: Standard 9
The following is taught throughout all curricula; however, it is taught explicitly in the following
grade levels and subject areas:

Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grade 1
o Social Studies (Unit 3: Economic Choices)
Grade 2
o Social Studies (Unit 3: Inventions & Innovations)
Grade 3
o Health (Unit 2: Integrated Skills)
Grade 4
o Math (Unit 6: Financial Literacy)
Grade 5
o Math (Unit 6: Financial Literacy)
Grade 6
o Core + More (Unit 5: Financial Literacy)
Grade 7
o Core + More (Unit 5: Financial Literacy)
Grade 8
o Core + More (Unit 5: Financial Literacy)

In addition to these explicit lessons per grade level, we are partnered with Junior Achievement.
JA Elementary School Programs include seven sequential themes for kindergarten through fifthgrade students. Students learn the basic concepts of business and economics and how education
is relevant to the workplace. The activities build on studies from each preceding grade and
prepare students for secondary school and lifelong learning. Each program involves five lessons
of approximately 45 minutes each. High School students from Lakeland come into the
elementary school classrooms to teach the program.
Kindergarten:
JA Ourselves introduces kindergarten students to the intersection of financial literacy and early
elementary grades social studies learning objectives. Through hands-on classroom activities, the
program provides students with an introduction to personal economics and the choices consumers
make to meet their needs and wants. It also introduces students to the role of money in society while
providing them with practical information about earning, saving, and sharing money. JA Ourselves is
volunteer-taught and kit-based. There are five 30-minute sessions, with additional extended learning
activities offered throughout.

72 | P a g e

Grade One:
JA Our Families introduces students to learning objectives for first-grade social studies, including
families, neighborhoods, money, and needs and wants. Through hands-on classroom activities,
students also explore the concept of entrepreneurship, specifically the ways in which businesses
provide goods, services, and jobs for families. JA Our Families is volunteer-taught and kit-based, and
includes five 30-minute sessions, with additional extended learning activities and optional digital
assets offered throughout.
Grade Two:
The redeveloped JA Our Community program emphasizes work readiness intersected with
standards based social studies learning objectives. Topics include careers, production,
innovation, earning, taxes, government, money, business, and decision-making. Students will
develop a sense of career awareness and learn how all jobs help a community. The theme
throughout the curriculum will emphasize how citizens benefit from and contribute to a
community’s success. Students will come to see how a community works together to succeed. JA
Our Community is the Grade Two program in JA’s elementary program suite. It is volunteertaught and kit-based, and is five, 40-minute sessions with additional extended learning activities
throughout.
Grade Three:
™
JA Our City featuring Cha-Ching introduces third-grade students to financial literacy and
grade-level social studies learning objectives, including how people manage their money and the
importance of economic exchange within a city. Dr. Alice Wilder, an award-winning expert on
childhood learning (Blue’s Clues, Super Why, Cha-Ching, Speakaboos, and Amazon Kids
original programming), consulted on the program’s redevelopment. The program is volunteertaught and kit-based and includes five 45-minute sessions. New features include Cha-Ching
financial literacy music video enhancements, digital posters and games for use in the classroom,
extended learning opportunities and optional supplements, and augmented reality activities to do
at home.
Grade Four:
JA Our Region introduces fourth-grade students to the intersection of entrepreneurship and upper
elementary grades social studies learning objectives. Through hands-on classroom activities, the
program provides students with a practical approach to starting a business. JA Our Region is
volunteer taught and kit-based. There are five 45-minute sessions, with additional extended learning
activities offered throughout.
Grade Five:
JA Our Nation introduces fifth-grade students to the intersection of work readiness and upper
elementary grades social studies learning objectives. Through hands-on classroom activities, the
program provides students with practical information about the nation’s free market system and
how it serves as an economic engine for businesses and careers. The curriculum also introduces
the need for entrepreneurial and innovative thinking to meet the requirements of high-growth,
73 | P a g e

high-demand careers and the concept of globalization in business. JA Our Nation is volunteertaught and kit-based. Included are five 45-minute sessions, a supplemental session focusing on
business organization, and enhanced extension activities.

Standard 9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grade 1
o Social Studies (Unit 3: Economic Choices)
Grade 2
o Health (Unit 2: Integrated Skills)
Grade 3
o Health (Unit 2: Integrated Skills)
Grade 4
o Health (Unit 2: Integrated Skills)
Grade 5
o Health (Unit 2: Integrated Skills)
Grade 6
o Core + More (Unit 7: Career Exploration)
Grade 7
o Core + More (Unit 7: Career Exploration)
Grade 8
o Core + More (Unit 2: Career Exploration)

Standard 9.4 Life Literacies & Key Skills
•

Throughout every curricula at every grade level
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Wanaque Public Schools: Curriculum Dates
Subject

Grade Level

Curriculum Born
Date

Last Curriculum
Update

PreK–8

2014

12/17/2019

Band
Core + More

5–8
6–8

2014
2016/2020

6/18/2019
7/27/2021

Dance

K–8

2020

5/11/2021

GCT
Social Studies
Theatre
World Language
Music
Language Arts

3–8
K–8
K–8
K–8
PreK–8

2014
2014
2020
2014
2020

6/18/2019
6/15/2021
5/11/2021
6/18/2020
5/11/2021

(Reading, Spelling,
Phonics, Writing)

K–8

2016

6/15/2021

Mathematics

K–8

2016

6/15/2021

Science

K–8

2020

7/27/2021

PreK–8

2020

8/24/2021

Comprehensive
Health
Technology

K–8

2014

K–8

2014

10/27/2020
Family Life: 2/25/2020
7/28/2020

ESL

K–8

Library

K–8

2014
2016/2020

Art

Physical Education
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10/27/2020
5/11/2021

Wanaque Public Schools: Textbooks
Kindergarten
Reading

Writing
Phonemic Awareness
Phonics/Spelling/Word
Study
Handwriting
Mathematics
Social Studies
Science
Grade 1
Reading

Writing
Phonemic Awareness
Spelling/Phonics/
Word Study
Handwriting
Mathematics
Social Studies
Science
Health
Grade 2
Reading

Writing
Spelling/Phonics/Word
Study
Handwriting
Mathematics
Social Studies
Science
Health
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Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom, Reading Mini
Lessons, Interactive Read Aloud, Guided Reading, Shared Reading
Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention
& Benchmark Assessment System
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins (K-5)
Michael Heggerty – Phonemic Awareness Curriculum
95 Percent Group Core Phonics

2018

Learning Without Tears (print)
Ready Curriculum Associates
Harcourt – Our World Now & Long Ago
Macmillian/McGraw Hill

2018
2020
2009
2009

Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom, Reading Mini
Lessons, Interactive Read Aloud, Guided Reading, Shared Reading
Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention
& Benchmark Assessment System
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins (K-5)
Michael Heggerty – Phonemic Awareness Curriculum
95 Percent Group Core Phonics

2018

Learning Without Tears (print)
Ready Curriculum Associates
Harcourt – A Childs View
Macmillian/McGraw Hill
Meeks-Heit – Totally Awesome

2018
2020
2009
2009
1999

Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom, Reading Mini
Lessons, Interactive Read Aloud, Guided Reading, Shared Reading
Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention
& Benchmark Assessment System
Class novels and literature circle sets (See list)
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins (K-5)
95 Percent Group Core Phonics

2018

Learning Without Tears (print & cursive)
Ready Curriculum Associates
Harcourt – People We Know
Macmillian/McGraw Hill
Meeks-Heit – Totally Awesome

2008
2020
2009
2009
1999

2009
2014
2020
2020

2009
2014
2020
2020

2009

2014
2020

Grade 3
Reading

Writing
Spelling/Phonics/Word
Study
Spelling
Handwriting
Grammar
Mathematics
Social Studies
Science
Health
Grade 4
Reading

Writing
Spelling/Phonics/
Word Study
Grammar
Mathematics
Social Studies
Science
Health
Grade 5
Reading

Writing
Spelling/Phonics/
Word Study
Grammar
Mathematics
Social Studies
Science
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Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom, Reading Mini
Lessons, Interactive Read Aloud, Guided Reading, Shared Reading
Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention
& Benchmark Assessment System
Class novels and literature circle sets (See list)
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins (K-5)
Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom, Phonics Word
Study Spelling
Spelling Connections – Zaner Bloser
Scott Foresman – D’Nealian
Grammar for Writing – Sadlier
Ready Curriculum Associates
Harcourt – Our Communities/World Communities
Macmillian/McGraw Hill
Meeks-Heit – Totally Awesome

2018

Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom, Reading Mini
Lessons, Interactive Read Aloud, Guided Reading
Class novels and literature circle sets (See list)
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins (K-5)
Vocabulary Workshop – Sadlier

2009

Grammar Workshop – Sadlier
Ready Curriculum Associates
Harcourt– States & Regions
Gibbs Smith- New Jersey Adventure
Macmillian/McGraw Hill
Everyday Learning Corp – Totally Awesome Health

2013
2020
2009
2000
2009
1999

Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention
& Benchmark Assessment System
Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Classroom, Reading Mini
Lessons, Interactive Read Aloud, Guided Reading
Class novels and literature circle sets (See list)
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins (K-5)
Vocabulary Workshop – Sadlier

2009

Grammar for Writing—Sadlier
Ready Curriculum Associates
Harcourt – US: Making a New Nation
Macmillian/McGraw Hill

2013
2020
2009
2009

2009

2014
2018
2016
2008
2013
2017
2009
2009
1999

2014
2011

2018

2014
2011

Meeks- Heit – Totally Awesome Health

1999

Pearson CC Literature
Class novels and literature circle sets (See list)
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins
Perfection Learning – Vocabu-Lit

2015

Grammar for Writing Sadlier
Pearson EnVision
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt United States History
Pearson Elevate
Current Health – Weekly Reader

2013
2021
2018
2019
2008

Pearson CC Literature
Class novels and literature circle sets (See list)
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins
Perfection Learning – Vocabu-Lit

2015

Grammar for Writing - Sadlier
Glencoe/McGraw Hill Math Connections – Course 2 Volume 1 and 2
Glencoe
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt United States History
Prentice Hall – Life Science
Current Health – Weekly Reader

2013
2009
2009
2018
2009
2008

Pearson CC Literature
Class novels and literature circle sets (See list)
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins
Perfection Learning – Vocabu-Lit

2015

Grammar for Writing – Sadlier
Glencoe/McGraw Hill Math Connections Course 3 Volume 1 and 2
Glencoe
Holt Reinhart- US History
Prentice Hall – Physical Science –Science Explorer
Current Health – Weekly Reader

2013
2009
2009
2009
2009
2008

Spanish (K-5)
Spanish (6-8)

Elementary Spanish Presented by Northern Arizona University
Holt, Reinhart & Winston Ven Conmigo Level 1

2014
1996

Core Plus More

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens

2014

Health
Grade 6
Reading
Writing
Spelling/Phonics/
Word Study
Grammar
Mathematics
Social Studies
Science
Health
Grade 7
Reading
Writing
Spelling/Phonics/Word
Study
Grammar
Mathematics
Pre-Algebra
Social Studies
Science
Health
Grade 8
Reading
Writing
Spelling/Phonics/Word
Study
Grammar
Mathematics
Algebra l
Social Studies
Science
Health
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2014
2020

2014
2020

2014
2020

Special
Education/Intervention
Material
K-8 Reading
K-8 Phonics
K-8 Writing
K-8 Math
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Heinemann Publisher – The Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention
& Benchmark Assessment System
95 Percent Group Phonics Lesson Libraries
Writing Units of Study: Lucy Calkins: Up the Ladder
Bridges Math Intervention

2009
2018
2014
2016

